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All of your students can play this game at the same time.  Each student should get out a pencil and paper and put everything else under their desk.  Desks should be positioned where the opponents can see each other’s paper.  The teacher should read one of the facts below without using the number (What percentage of Americans are foreign born?).  The student on the teacher’s right should write a number and show it to their opponent. The opponent should then declare if they feel the actual answer is higher or lower than the number guessed.  Once the teacher observes all pairs have done this the actual answer should be read.  


Repeat this same with the person on the left writing the answer.  If a student won each of the first two questions (this means they guessed (hi-low) correctly and their opponent guessed incorrectly), they have won that round.  If each person won a question, a third question is read.  This time each student writes a number down and whoever is closer wins the round.  In recent years I have gone to a “lightning round” with the last statistic used so I can get students to meet everyone.   

After these three questions the loser should sign the winner’s paper.  Then have the students play against another classmate (I use a rotation around the room, but you could just have students mingle).  The students with the most signatures at the end of the game wins a small prize.  I also see who can recall the most names in the class (good memory activity).  


I usually bring something to award the students who get an answer exactly right.  I let students guess “exact” instead of hi or low if someone asks.  Most of these questions come from studies or surveys taken from the mid 80’s to mid 90’s (I have updated with more current statistics).  I tell the students that I do not know the story behind the questions, but for some of the questions we will talk about things like sampling, framing of questions, self-report or experimenter bias among other topics.  
All statistics are assumed to be American adults unless stated otherwise.

Most of the data was obtained through two sources

Are You Normal?  
Bernice Kanner, St. Martin’s Paperbacks, 1995

The Book of Odds
Michael and Robert Schook, Penguin Books, 1991

There are enough games for twenty rounds on the next page.  Here are a few extras in case you do not feel comfortable with a question or mess up by saying the number while reading the question. Go to my school website to get additional and updated statistics:
http://www.mychandlerschools.org/Domain/2174 

13%
People can wiggle ears

18%
Can cross eyes

15%
Prefer pizza cold

22%
Functionally illiterate

29% 
Open mail with a letter opener

57%   
Own a pet

60%
Prison inmates who are functionally illiterate

46%
Run out of gas

17% 
Medical doctors who smoke

62%
Squeeze their zits

67%
Can roll tongue

13%
Americans born in a foreign country (updated from ‘10 census)
79%
Make the bed daily

40% 
Crack knuckles

71%
Smokers who have tried to quit

44% 
Household that have a gun

67%
NBA games won by the home team

27%
Chew on a pen cap or pencil

81%
Women who never had a manicure

45% 
Pee in the shower

74%
Adults with a high school diploma

70%
Women’s bathing suits that are one 
piece suits

47%
Wear eyeglasses

54%
Wash hands after using restroom

71% 
Have driven a stick shift

52%
Stash pennies

99%
Women say they would like to 


change something about their looks

38% 
Say the hardest thing to control in 
their life is weight (fears, anger, 


drug abuse are some others)

68%
High school grads go on to college (updated 2011)
76%
Tried cigarettes

46%
Have a habit of jiggling knees

13%
Have spent a night in jail

44%
Broken a bone

34%
Believe in ghosts
78%
Sing while in the car

14%
Sleep on their backs 

29%
Want their boss’s job

64%
Live in the state they were born ( I 


assume this includes children)

88%
Say they would marry their spouse if they could do it all over again

15%
Are in analysis or regularly go to a psychiatrist

14%
Of the military are female

35%
Give to charity once a month

27%
Snore regularly

62%
Women who have cried at work

18%
Men who have cried at work

39%
Peek into others’ med cabinets

70%
D and F grades that go to boys
68%
Homes with air conditioning

39%
Women who have thrown a shoe


at a man

5%
People who would describe themselves as beautiful/handsome

16%
Have forgotten anniversary (Men twice as often as Women)

61%
Men who carry a wallet

52%
Live within 50 miles of a coastal shoreline

45%
Chew on ice

56%
Say they are more of a morning person than a night owl.

38%
Three pointers made in college basketball

20%
Six year olds who suck thumb

63%
Would rather hear the bad news before the good news

79%
Bought a lottery ticket

51%
Of sex-change operations were women who became men

58%
Murders done by someone who know the victim 

27%
High school seniors who have shop lifted in the last year

72%
Have flown on an airplane

70%     In 1954 said comic books were partly to blame for juvenile delinquency 
These are random stats I have found in the last two years.
Below are from 2003
American engagement 16 months

$22,000 spent on traditional American wedding

81% of brides are employed

26.5 minutes for an average commute

Average weight of an American woman 142

American model 111

22% of American adults suffer from a diagnosable mental illness in a given year

35% abstain from alcohol

57% of high school seniors have used illicit drugs

70% of American Men who make over $100,000 cheat on their wives

79% of men are in the delivery room when their children are born

22% eat at a fast food place on any given day

65% of pathological gamblers commit crimes to support their habbits

48% of graduating seniors have had intercourse

86% have taken a sleeping aid if Tylenol PM and benadryl

73% of heart attacks between 45-65 are men

73% of suicides are white males

4% of teen girls feel their parents are not strict enough

47% of people pay someone to do their taxes

98% of secretaries are female

12 to 17 year olds watch 23 hours of TV a week

Wall Street Journal (2014)

16% 
of woman are smokers

21% 
of men are smokers

6%
of those with graduate degrees smoke (23% for high school grads)

These are from Time Magazine or the News from this year- so very recent
30%
American workers who sleep less than 6 hours per night

54%
18 to 24 year old Americans with a job- the lowest it has ever been

28%
High school students who fell asleep at school at least once a week. 

50%
Births to minorities in the U.S.

51%
Music bought that is download in US
20% 
Dads with kids under the age of 5 who are the primary caregiver

70%
18 to 29 year-olds who have pirated music or movies

28% 
People who live alone (was 9% in 1960)

24%
Of all web pages opened in the US are Facebook pages.  

31%
20-34 year-old men who are married (55% in 1940)

28%
High school students who fell asleep at school at least once a week. 

65%
Graduation rate of those who start college
9% 
Teens who say they smoke marijuana at least 20 times a month (up from 5% in 2008)
41%
Births are to unwed mothers in 2010

57%
College degrees to women in 2010

58% 
Teens who have texted while driving in the last month

36%
Americans considered obese (35% are considered overweight)

17% 
Do not have health insurance 

From USA Today (2014)

25% 
Students in a physical fight in the last year (42% in 1991)

32%
Watched three hours of daily tv

27%
Have at least one soda a day (34% in 2007)

Updated Hi-Low-  These are more current and provided by Michigan area psychology teacher Bill James.  
· 42% of people said they have urinated while bathing (VertiSpa 2004)

· 52% of Americans sing in the shower, with "Singin' In The Rain" being the top tune. 

· 53% of Americans shower in the morning, 
· 29% of Americans shower in the evening. 

· 2% of Americans claim they never or hardly ever bathe at all.

· 84% of people have graduated from high school

· 7% of homes are mobile homes

· 77% of people drive (car, truck) alone to work

· 10% of people are veterans

· 7% of people have a social phobia

· 83% of windup toys stop working after 100 uses

· 10 percent of all Americans have neither a cell phone nor an Internet connection

· 44% of people said Blue is their favorite color

· 94% of US boys ages 8-18 play video games at least one time per month (Harris Poll, 2007)

· Teenage boys play on average 14 hours of video games per week

· 13% of females ages 8-18 feel addicted to video games

· 15% of people check their email in the bathroom on their PDA

· 74% of people use moist toilet paper 

· 79% of people have urinated in the shower

· 54% of people said the toilet paper should be hanging around the front

· 41% of people have eaten food while going to the bathroom

· 40% of people fold their toilet paper neatly before using it

· 78% of people brush their teeth twice a day

· 20% of men never floss

· 10% of women never floss

· 3.2% of people are in jail, on probation or 

· 95% of people on parole have been convicted of a felony

· 90% of people sing in their cars

· 53% more redheads sing in their cars then blondes

· 72% of men swear in public

· 58% of women swear in public

· Women pay the bills in 75% of households

· 80% of men say they would marry the same person again

· 50% of women say they would marry the same person again

· 22% of all restaurant meals contain fries

· Coconuts kill more people worldwide then sharks! (150 on average)

· 83% of people hit by lightening are men

· 40% of people snoop in medicine cabinets

· American engagement average is 16 months

· $22,000 spent on traditional American wedding

· 81% of brides are employed

· 26.5 minutes for an average commute

· 22% of American adults suffer from a diagnosable mental illness in a given year

· 35% abstain from alcohol

· 57% of high school seniors have used illicit drugs

· 70% of American Men who make over $100,000 cheat on their wives

· 79% of men are in the delivery room when their children are born

· 22% eat at a fast food place on any given day

· 65% of pathological gamblers commit crimes to support their habbits

· 48% of graduating seniors have had intercourse

· 86% have taken a sleeping aid if Tylenol PM and benadryl

· 73% of heart attacks between 45-65 are men

· 73% of suicides are white males

· 4% of teen girls feel their parents are not strict enough

· 47% of people pay someone to do their taxes

· 98% of secretaries are female

· 12 to 17 year olds watch 23 hours of TV a week

· 55% of all deaths caused by firearms in the United States are suicides. - San Diego Union, 7/1/08

· 62% of Americans own a pet (Harris 6/10/11)

· 91% of Americans consider their pet a member of their family (6/10/11)

· 33% of Americans purchase holiday presents for their pets (6/10/11)

· 57% of dogs in the United States sleep in a family member's bed. - The Week Magazine, 6/10/11

· 83% of Americans have NEVER taken their pet to work (6/10/11)
· 30% of Americans don't know what year the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks against New York's World Trade Center and the Pentagon in Washington took place. - Yahoo! News, 8/9/06

· 100 people a year choke to death on ball-point pens

· The average American eats 10-12 pounds (4.5 kg) of chocolate a year. The average Swiss eats 21 pounds a year.

· 67.5% of men wear briefs. 
· 85% of women wear the wrong bra size. 
· 50% admit they regularly sneak food into movie theaters to avoid the high prices of snack foods.

· 40% of McDonald's profits come from the sales of Happy Meals

· 35% give to charity at least once a month. 
· 69% eat the cake before the frosting. 
· 47% drink straight from the carton.

· 28% of us have skinny-dipped.

· 44% of teens believe that sex before marriage is OK if the couple love each other (Harris interactive poll 12/18/2010)

· 82% of Americans believe in God (Harris interactive poll 12/15/2009)

· 60% of Americans believe in the Devil (Harris interactive poll 12/15/2009)

· 42% of Americans believe in ghosts (Harris interactive poll 12/15/2009)

· 26% of Americans believe in astrology (Harris interactive poll 12/15/2009)

· 45% of Americans believe in Darwin’s theory (Harris interactive poll 12/15/2009)

· 32% of Americans living in the Midwest prefer Chocolate ice cream (Harris 8/11/11)

· 32% of Americans identifying their political preference as “Republican” say they prefer chocolate ice cream (Harris 8/11/11)

· 26% of Americans identifying their political preference as “Democrat” say they prefer vanilla ice cream (Harris 8/11/11)
· 46% of American Males & 42% of Females prefer ice cream in a cup (Harris 8/11/11)
· 26% of American males & 34% of females prefer ice cream in a cone (Harris 8/11/11)
· 2% of Americans prefer ice cream sandwiches (Harris 8/11/11)
· 19% of Americans do not use toppings on their ice cream (Harris 8/11/11)
· 15% of Americans prefer candy bits on their ice cream (Harris 8/11/11)
· 29% of Americans drink alcohol at least once a week (Harris interactive poll 4/6/11)

· 5% of Americans drink alcohol everyday (Harris interactive poll 4/6/11)
· 22% of Americans never drink alcohol (Harris interactive poll 4/6/11)

· Of those who drink a few times a year:

· 63% drink beer

· 54% drink wine

· 41% dink vodka

· 11% scotch

· 7% brandy

· Top three people who are who people say they admire enough to call them a hero:  1.  Barack Obama  2.  Jesus Christ   3.  Martin Luther King
Harris interactive poll 1/19/2009

· 74% of Americans ages 18-34 have a Facebook or MySpace account 
Harris interactive poll 4/16/2009

· 24% of Americans aged 55+ have a Facebook or MySpace account

· 83% of Americans feel that people in Washington are out of touch with the rest of the country (Harris interactive poll 11/18/2008)

· 43% of Americans say they read the newspaper (or online news) at least once a day (Harris interactive poll 1/16/2010)

· 53% of Americans believe that teachers are paid too little (Harris interactive poll 6/10/2009)

· 8% of Americans believe that teachers are paid too much (Harris interactive poll 6/10/2009)

· 87% of Americans always wear their seatbelts (Harris interactive poll 3/10/2010)

· 18% of American adults smoke cigarettes (Harris 5/25/11)

· In 1983 19% of Americans claimed to wear a seatbelt (Harris)

· 91% of Americans claim to wear a seatbelt while in the front seat of a car (5/25/11)
· 35% of Americans say Pro Football is their favorite sport (Harris interactive poll 2/1/2010)

· 9% of Americans say Auto Racing is their favorite sport

· 41% of Americans say they would NOT attend the 2012 Summer Olympics in London if price was NOT  an issue (Harris interactive poll 6/30/2008)

· 32% of American adults acknowledge they have at gun in their home (Harris interactive poll 6/16/2010)

· 25% of Americans believe that Obama was not born in the U.S. (Harris interactive poll 3/24/2010)

· 14% of Americans believe that Obama may be the Anti-Christ 

· 43% of non-college educated Americans believe Obama is a Muslim

· 9% of College educated Americans believe Obama is a Muslim

· 83% of Americans own a DVD player (Harris interactive poll 6/25/2009)

· 47% of Americans own a HDTV

· 42% of Americans own a TV larger than 36 inches

· 56% of Americans own a laptop

· 28% of Americans did not purchase a certain brand because they didn’t like the spokesperson it used (Harris interactive poll 3/26/2010)

· 34% of Americans believe that the soft-drink industry is the most trustworthy in their advertising (Harris interactive poll 2/14/2010)

· 21% of Americans say that A Christmas Story is their favorite holiday movie (Harris interactive poll 12/7/2009)

· 13% of Americans say that National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation is their favorite holiday movie

· 26% of Americans say the one thing they dislike most about the holiday season are the crowds

· 2% of Americans believe that Cuba is a close ally to the United States Harris interactive poll 3/2/2010)

· 72% of Americans believe that the word “Ho” is offensive Harris interactive poll 7/11/2009)

· 29% of Americans say reading is their most favorite leisure-time activities (Harris interactive poll 11/15/2007)

· 18% of Americans say watching TV is their most favorite leisure-time activity 

· 23% of Americans cooked a meal just for their pet (Harris interactive poll 12/4/2007)

· 68% of Americans have a library card (Harris interactive poll 11/22/2008)

· 73% of American Females have a library card

· 62% of American Males have a library card

· 23% of Americans BBQ or use a grill at least once a week (Harris interactive poll 7/1/2008)

· 56% of Americans who grill use it to grill Steaks

· 6% of Americans use the grill to grill fish

· 14% of Americans met their spouse at school (2006)

· 15% of Americans said that being an Actor is a very great prestigious job (2009)

· 36% of Americans said that being a Farmer is a very great prestigious job

· 30% of Americans said that being a Real Estate Agent has hardly any prestige at all
· 46% of Americans said they will (or did) do work on their vacations (Harris poll 2011)

· 35% of Americans said they will (or did) check their email while on vacation

· 50% of Americans said they will (or did) bring a laptop on their vacation

· 36% of ALL Americans say they follow Major League Baseball ((Harris 7/11/11))

· 25% of Americans women say they follow Major League Baseball ((Harris 7/11/11)

· 2% of Americans think the Detroit Tigers will win the World Series this year (7/11/11)

· 39% of Americans like shopping for clothes (6/24/11)

· 92% of people from India like shopping for clothes (6/24/11)

· 77% of Americans have watched a TV show on the Internet rather than on a traditional television (Harris 6/14/11)

· 88% of Americans ages 18-34 have watched a TV show on the Internet (Harris 6/14/11)

· 80% of Americans would NOT pay to view newspapers online (Harris 4/29/11)

· 47% of Americans think those who have a British accent are sophisticated (Harris 1/26/11)

· 37% of Americans ages 18-35 who own or lease a hybrid vehicle (Harris 8/8/12)

· 71% of Americans say they are cooking more instead of going out to eat in order to save money (Harris 5/16/12)

· 17% of Americans purchased organic products in 2009 (Harris 4.18.12)

· 15% of Americans purchased organic products in 2012 (Harris 4.18.12)

· 16% of Americans consider themselves “Environmentalists” in 2012 (Harris 4.18.12)

· 21% of Americans have at least one tattoo (Harris 2.23.12)

· 45% of Americans say people with tattoos are less attractive (Harris 2.23.12)

· 27% of Americans say that people with tattoos are less intelligent (Harris 2.23.12)

· 49% of Adult Americans have pierced ears (Harris 2.23.12)

· 4% of Adult Americans report having a facial piercing not on the ear (Harris 2.23.12)

· 8% of Americans say that those aged 16-17 should be allowed to get a tattoo without parental approval (Harris 2.23.12)

· 93% of Americans are familiar with the American Red Cross (Harris 1/17/12)

· 83% of Americans are familiar with the National Rifle Association (NRA) (Harris 1/17/12)

· 62% of Americans think that the government should keep some secrets for national security, international diplomacy and other reasons (Harris 1.4.12)

· 32% of Americans in 1986 said that homosexual relationships should be legal 

· 63% of Americans in 2012 said that homosexual relationships should be legal (Gallup 5.14.12)

· 54% of Americans say that the TSA is doing an excellent or good job with airport security (8.8.12)

· 68% of unemployed people report that they smoke tobacco (Gallup 1/2/11)

· 48% of Americans feel that Doctor-Assisted Suicide is morally wrong (5.31.11)

· 54% of Americans feel that having a baby outside of marriage is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 55% of Americans feel that medical testing on animals is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 64% of Americans feel that gambling is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 30% of Americans feel that pornography is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 32% of Americans feel that cloning animals is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 12% of Americans feel that cloning humans is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 65% of Americans feel that the death penalty is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 39% of Americans feel that abortion is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 7% of Americans feel that married men and women having an affair is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 19% of Americans aged 55 and older feel that pornography is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 42% of Americans aged 18-34 feel that pornography is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 70% of Americans aged 55 and older feel that divorce is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 61% of Americans aged 55 and older feel that medical testing on animals is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 47% of Americans aged 18-34 yrs old feel that medical testing on animals is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 18% of Americans aged 18-34 feel that cloning humans is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 62% of Americans aged 18-34 feel that having a child out of wedlock is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 71% of Americans aged 18-34 feel that gambling is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 59% of Americans aged 55 and older feel that gambling is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 19% of Americans aged 18-34 feel that polygamy is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· 8% of Americans aged 35-54 feel that polygamy is morally acceptable (5.31.11)

· People with a high school or less education estimate that 31% of Americans are homosexual (5.8.11)

· People with a Masters degree or higher estimate that 16% of Americans are homosexual

